Local
Newspapers
Part of the Victorian Manchester Series of Education Packs
for Key Stages 1, 2 & 3

Aims
The images and articles included in this resource pack have been taken
from original resources held at the Greater Manchester County Record
Office. It is the aim of this pack to encourage the use of original source
material in historical study from a young age.

Sources
1. Front page of The Manchester Evening Chronicle dated Monday 31
July 1899.
a. Classified advertisements transcribed from the front page of The
Manchester Evening Chronicle dated Monday 31 July 1899.
b. Situations vacant transcribed from the front page of The
Manchester Evening Chronicle dated Monday 31 July 1899.
2. Various advertisements photographed and transcribed from The
Manchester Evening Chronicle 1899 and 1900.
a. Advertisement for 'Dr. William's Pink Pill's for Pale People'
transcribed from The Manchester Evening Chronicle.
3. Articles transcribed from The Manchester Evening Chronicle from
July 1899.
4. Police Court Report transcribed from The Manchester Evening
Chronicle from 1900.
5.

‘Letters to the Editor’ transcribed from The Manchester Evening
Chronicle from Monday January 1st 1900.
All photographs used are taken from the Documentary Photographic
Archive held at Greater Manchester County Record Office.
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Newspapers in Manchester
A Brief History
♦ The first local newspaper to be published in Manchester in the 19th
Century was the Manchester Observer. It was formed in 1818 by a
group of radicals and by 1819 was being distributed throughout
large towns and cities in Britain. The editor of the paper James Wroe
reported from the Peterloo Massacre* in 1819. The paper ceased
publication in 1821.
♦ The Manchester Guardian was first published in 1821. It began as a
local voice in reaction to the Peterloo Massacre and in 1855 became a
daily newspaper. The original editor, C.P. Scott, encouraged both
new journalistic talent and liberal policies. The paper developed an
influential and scholarly style. In 1959 The Manchester Guardian
became a national broadsheet, The Guardian is still published in
Manchester and London today.
♦ The Manchester Evening News was founded in 1868 by the Scott
Trust. This paper is still printed today and is the largest regional
evening newspaper in Britain. It is particularly renowned for its
classifieds section.
♦ The Daily Mail, the first popular daily newspaper in Britain was first
printed in London but in 1898 printing of this paper also began in
Manchester, when the owners of the paper opened offices on
Deansgate. The paper then had a circulation of over 1 million
readers.
♦ A huge newspaper empire was established in Victorian Manchester
by Edward H. Hulton. After working on The Manchester Guardian he
established The Sporting Chronicle in 1871 and The Athletic News in
1875.
♦ Edward H. Hulton was followed into the trade by his son Edward
George who was born in 1869. Edward George attended St. Bede's
College in Manchester, leaving aged 16 to serve an apprenticeship at
his father's newspaper. In 1894 he took over the business and in
1897 he established a halfpenny newspaper The Manchester Evening
Chronicle. This was highly successful and remained in direct
competition to The Manchester Evening News until the 1960's.
♦ In 1900 he established the Daily Dispatch which had a circulation of
over 500,000 copies and competed with the larger daily newspapers.
♦ Hulton's printing premises were located in Withy Grove. It was one of
the most important places of work in Manchester, employing entire
generations of families. The Withy Grove Press became the biggest
printing house in Europe.
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♦ During the 1980’s the premises were taken over by Robert Maxwell
and saw the production of The Mirror. The premises now house the
entertainment complex 'The Printworks' and the original façade can
still be seen today.

* Peterloo Masacre

On 16th August 1819 at St. Peters Field in
Manchester 50,000 people gathered under the
leadership of Henry Hunt to petition parliament
for the repeal of the Corn Laws. To control the
crowds a large number of soldiers were present
and their attempts to arrest the leaders
resulted in the deaths of 11 people with 400
being injured.

Withy Grove Offices, Manchester.
showing Sunday Chronicle and
Evening Chronicle signs

'J. Hetherington' Interior view.
A printers based in the Ancoats area
of Manchester

Man Typesetting
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Source 1
This is a front page of The Manchester Evening Chronicle from 1899.

Source 1 is intended to be used in conjunction with sources 1a and 1b
below which are transcripts of original material.
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Source 1a
Classifieds
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Source 1b
Situations Vacant
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Source 1
Layout
Look at the sources indicated and answer the questions below.
♦ Look at a modern newspaper and compare with source 1. Look at
the layout of the Newspaper and the transcripts of the source.
What is different? What is the same?

Source 1a
Classifieds Section
♦ Look at the style of the classified ads section and compare it with a
classifieds section from a newspaper today.
♦ What does this tell us about the kinds of things people in Victorian
Manchester wanted to buy ? How do these differ from today?
♦ Are such products advertised today?
If so how do they differ from those of the Victorian Period and how
are they advertised now?

Source 1b
Situations Vacant
♦ Where would you expect to find this section in a newspaper today?
What does this tell you about what was important to the people of
the time?
♦ What types of jobs were available for people in Victorian Manchester?
♦ How do the jobs advertised differ from the kinds of jobs you would
find advertised today?
♦ Does anything strike you as unusual about some of the jobs
advertised? Explain your answer.
Look carefully at the source and identify what qualities employers were
looking for in their employees. Imagine that you are an employer in the
Nineteenth Century.
♦ Choose a trade or profession. Think about the skills that you would
need your employees to have - what would be important to you?
♦ Design an advertisement for your own employees.
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Source 2
Advertisements
These sources are taken from issues of The Manchester Evening
Chronicle from 1899.
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Source 2a
Advertisement
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Source 2
Advertisements
Compare the sources with some advertisements from contemporary
newspapers.
♦ How are images used to sell products and how does this differ from
today?
♦ Do you recognise any of the products advertised?
♦ If so what do the advertisements for these products look like today?
Has the product changed? If so how?
♦ Some of the products advertised here are today subject to censorship
and advertising standards - advertising standards restrict what they
are allowed to say.
Which do you think they are?
Would these advertisements be allowed today?
♦ What claims do these advertisements make that would not be
allowed today?

Source 2a
♦ Why do you think this advertisement looks like a news report?
♦ What is it for?
♦ What does this advert tell you about Victorian attitudes to health?
♦ Do you think this advertisement would be acceptable today? Explain
your answer.

Select a product that is important to you and design an advertisement
in the style of the nineteenth century.

© Greater Manchester County Record Office

Source 3
Articles
Source 3a
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Source 3b
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Source 3
Articles
Use the sources above to spark general class discussions about the
incidents reported.
Read the articles and answer the following questions.

Source 3a
♦ What is the new form of transport described?
♦ What is the name given to this type of vehicle today?
♦ Why do you think people were surprised to see women smoking?
♦ How have attitudes to women changed since Victorian times?
♦ Why do you think they want to use tidal waves to create electricity?
♦ Can you think of any other way in which the force of flowing water
has been used?
♦ Is nature used in a similar way today? If so how?

Source 3b
♦ What do you think were the main forms of transport for people living
in Victorian Manchester?
♦ Why do you think the people were fined for riding their bicycles?
♦ What is different about the types of things reported and the way they
are reported from newspapers today? List the differences
♦ Look at the length of the articles, how do they differ from those
printed today? Why do you think this is the case?
♦ What do the articles tell us about life in Victorian Manchester?
♦ What is different about the way national and international news is
reported? Compare it with newspapers today.
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Source 4
Reports

Read the report and answer the following questions.
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

What do you think has happened to the prisoner
Why do you think he wanted to be sent back to prison?
What kind of ‘Character’ do they think he has?
What is a Workhouse?
What do you think would happen to this prisoner in today’s society?
How is the style of reporting different from that of today?

Write a report in the style of a Victorian newspaper. Interview your
classmates about an incident or event that has taken place at school.
Divide into pairs, one reporter and one interviewee.
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Source 5
Letters to the Editor
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Source 5
Letters to the Editor
Read the source and answer the following questions.
♦ How many years are there in a century?
♦ How many years ago did the Twentieth Century begin?
♦ How many years have there been in this century?
♦ When this paper was published Mr. J. A. Gray wrote about the
extinction of the Skylark. Can you think of three animals that we are
worried about the extinction of today?
♦ Do newspapers have letters pages today? What are kinds of things
do people discuss?
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Newspapers and Printing
A Brief History
♦ In 1450 a German artisan called Johannes Guttenberg invented a
moveable type method of printing that was still used in the 20th
century. Guttenberg punched 264 characters into the ends of steel
punches, which were inserted into copper blanks. He later
transformed a wine press into a machine suitable for printing, and
using, heated oil, resin and soap, he made ink.
♦ In 1800, Earl Stanhope built a press made of Iron. This press was
still operated by hand but could print on larger sheets of papers and
thus was far more efficient.
♦ With the mechanisation of paper making – the Fourdrinier machine
was invented in France in 1798 by Nicholas-Louis Robert, and built
in England in 1807 with money provided by the Fourdrinier brothers
- giant rolls of paper (webs) were used on the high speed rotary
printing presses that were developed in the mid 19th century.
♦ During the Industrial Revolution coal fired steam engines were
employed in the printing industry. A German engineer, Fredrich
Konig, invented a steam driven press in 1812. These presses were
much faster than the iron hand presses and continued to be
developed during the 19th century. By the end of the 1890’s
machines which could print 20,000 copies an hour were being used
by major newspapers.
♦ By the late 19th century only the process of typesetting was still
undertaken by hand. This was a time consuming and skilled job
involving the picking of each individual piece of type and placing it
into a metal stick. Painstakingly, letter by letter and space by space,
lines, paragraphs, whole articles were created. After printing all the
type had to be returned to the correct cases. Many people were
employed in these tasks.
♦ In the 1880's an American engineer, Ottmar Mergenthaler, invented
the first practical typesetting machine. This involved a keyboard,
which when key were depressed created a new piece of type from
molten metal. When printing was complete the type was melted
down and reused.
♦ A Monotype machine was invented in 1887 by Tolbert Lanston and
this was used widely in the British printing industry until the use of
photographs in the 1960's
♦ During Victorian times the advances in paper making, printing and
typesetting created an industry which saw a reduction in prices and
a wider circulation of books, newspapers and magazines bringing the
printed word to the masses.
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Glossary/Useful Terms
Journalism

the practice of reporting about, photographing
or editing news stories

Editor

a person in charge of a newspaper who edits
(makes changes) to written material before
publication and decides what articles will be
published

Liberal

social or political views in favour of progress,
reform and individual freedom

Radical

a person in favour of extreme or fundamental
changes in political, economic and social
conditions

Broadsheet

a large scale newspaper measuring approx 15 x
24” (38 x 61 cm)

Classifieds

advertisements in newspapers that are
arranged according to their type i.e houses for
sale, furniture for sale

Apprenticeship

a contract where a person works for an agreed
period with a skilled or qualified person in
order to learn their trade

Industrial Revolution

the transformation of Britain during the 18th
and 19th centuries into an industrial nation
following the development of manufacturing
processes and growth in the economy

Mechanisation

to make a process automatic by the use of
machinery

Type

a small block of wood or metal bearing a letter
or character in relief

Typesetting

the placing of type together to create words and
sentences

Monotype

the name of a machine and process by which
individual letters are cast from hot metal and
used in printing

Corn Laws

a tax on imported corn which contributed to
high food prices and influenced strikes and
riots by workers across the country

© Greater Manchester County Record Office

Censorship

the examination of publications and
advertisements in order to suppress things
which are considered to be unacceptable.

Teachers Notes
This pack has been designed for use at key Stages 2 and 3. The pack
aims to enhance the national curriculum and encourage the use of
original sources in the study of history from a young age. It can be used
as part of unit 11a (Victorian Britain) and unit 7 (Local History). It is
hoped that this will promote a keen interest in and understanding of
history and the development of the Manchester area.
When using this pack teacher's will find it useful to have copies of
current newspapers available for comparison. This could form part of a
wider discussion on the types of newspapers we have today and how
they differ from each other.
The sources should be downloaded, printed and given out to students
where appropriate. Each source has a set of questions to accompany it.
Suggested answers to the questions are given at the end of the pack.
There are additional activities at the end of the pack which could
incorporate part of a longer term newspaper project including visits to
exhibitions on newspaper printing.
Printing:

Experiments with the printing of type could be undertaken
as part of art and craft lessons. Students could be
encouraged to print headlines for their own articles and
newspapers.
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Suggested Answers
Layout
The Manchester evening Chronicle from 1899 has no headline news or
images on the front page and is in black and white print. The first
colour newspaper, The Independent' was published in 1986. Today eyecatching colour photographs are seen on the front page to accompany
the main news story. Other information given on the front page of the
1899 edition will also be found today e.g. name of newspaper, date,
price, edition number.
Classifieds Section
Things that people wanted to buy in Victorian times are similar to those
that are found today. However things that are different include a
feather bed cleaning and purifying service and an advertisement for sets
of false teeth with a five year guarantee! Today classified advertisements
are organised into clear sections - here the heading 'Fashions' also
includes advertisements for tea, teeth and books. Advertisements in
this section today may have images and differ in their layout as they
aim to catch the eye of the reader.
Situations Vacant
This section would today be found at the back of the newspaper or in its
own separate 'jobs' section. Its position on the front page of The
Manchester Evening Chronicle suggests that jobs were very important to
the people of Victorian Manchester. Without telephones, TV, and the
Internet the newspaper was the main method of reaching the masses.
The jobs vary from unskilled to skilled and cover a range of trades from
housework to palm readers. Some of the jobs for servants and errand
boys specifically request children under the age of 16. This allowed
employers to pay lower wages and is illegal today.
Advertisements
Photographs were used very rarely in newspapers during the Victorian
period. The images used here are black and white drawings and
illustrations and give an example of the product being sold or set a
scene for a story. They are simple images due to the restrictions of
printing processes at the time. Full page advertisements were not used
until later. The advertisements make simple statements, whereas today
they can be very complex and use devices like comedy and wit to get
their message across. The images used today include brightly coloured
photographs and cartoons.
Bovril is still sold today but it is not advertised as offering protection
from the flu. The Cocoa product is also described as keeping the
milkman free from colds. This would not be allowed today. Some of the
advertisements are for cigarettes. One of these claims that the
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cigarettes are good for you. Advertising standards do not allow such
misleading statements to be made today.
The advertisement is using real life examples to convey its message.
Using a format that is like a news report helps to do this. The
advertisement is for pills for pale people and claims to cure a variety of
conditions. The advertisement does not indicate what the pills are made
of and they appear to cure a wide range of illnesses. Advertising
standards today would require that such claims be fully substantiated
Articles
The new form of transport described is the motor vehicle for hire, the
fare is calculated according to distance traveled and would have
probably replaced the horse drawn carriage or tram. Today these
vehicles are known as 'taxi's' or 'cabs'.
Women were treated quite differently during the Victorian period. They
would not have been expected to smoke, it probably would have been
considered 'un-ladylike' of them to do so. Victorian society was male
dominated, today men and women are more often considered equals.
Women were not allowed to contribute to society in the way that they do
today they had to fight for their rights, for example they were not
entitled to vote until 1918.
Using tidal waves to create electricity would be a cheaper and cleaner
form of energy. Mills also used the power of rivers to turn large water
wheels to turn stones and grind up wheat to make flour. Today we
harness power through wind turbines in exposed areas, the electricity
they generate is stored in batteries or fed into the national grid.
The main forms of transport for people living in Victorian Manchester
would have been by horse and carriage, bicycle or on foot. There were
hardly any motor vehicles at this time. Riding bicycles carefully then
would have been just as important as it is to drive within the speed limit
today. With so many people walking riding bicycles too fast would have
been dangerous
The news is reported in a factual way. It tells us the basics of the story.
Today articles can be much longer with more commentary and opinions
of the reporter. The articles in this newspaper are also shorter than they
would be today due to the typesetting process and the need to use space
efficiently. Today's newspapers often have separate sections for their
national and international news, here events local, national and
international events are reported together.
Reports
The prisoner had been released from prison and had nowhere to live, or
a job to go to. He stole the book and hoped to be caught so he could be
sent back to prison. They think he is of untrustworthy character. The
Workhouse was a place where the homeless and destitute were
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sheltered. (see Workhouse pack) Today the prisoner may be sent back to
prison for committing a further crime or given the chance to be
rehabilitated back into society.
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Other Activities
Using the sources given in this pack design a front page for a
Nineteenth Century newspaper. Include:
♦ A name for your newspaper
♦ A Classifieds section
♦ A Situations Vacant Section
♦ An advertisement
Create a Class/School Newspaper.
♦ Allocate roles of editor, reporter etc
♦ Agree on content
♦ Newspapers work to deadlines; Set deadlines
♦ Decide on the layout and images to be used.
Note: Use the advertisements, reports and articles already created.
This activity could be used to commemorate a school trip or other
school event i.e Sports day.

Other Sources of Information
www.Spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk

Information about other
Manchester newspaper and
journalists.

www.bl.uk

Permanent exhibition on history of
printing in England, hands on
access to materials at the British
Library. Concise history of the
British press and details of
publications available.

www.newspapersoc.org.uk

Useful facts and figures about the
newspaper industry

www.manchester2002-uk.com

Information about papers currently
published in Manchester

www.guardiancentury.co.uk

News reports from the guardian
over the last century covering
major news events.

www.guardian.co.uk/newsroom

Archives of The Guardian and
Observer, educational resources
and visitor centre.

♦ Greater Manchester County Record Office has an extensive original
collection of Manchester's newspapers.
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Appendix 1
Timeline
Newspapers in Manchester
This timeline highlights the major newspapers published in Manchester during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
1821
Manchester
Guardian

1792 -1793
Manchester
Herald

1900-1955
Daily
Dispatch

1752-1830
Manchester
Mercury

1700

1819 Peterloo Massacre

1800

1781 - 1842
Manchester
Chronicle

1959
Manchester Guardian
becomes The
Guardian

1900

1897 to 1960's
The Manchester
Evening Chronicle

1795-1828
Manchester
Gazette

1868 to present
Manchester
Evening News

1818 - 1821
Manchester
Observer
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♦ Why do you think some newspapers
were successful and some were not?
♦ Which newspaper has been
published the longest?

2002

Appendix 2
Timeline
British Newspapers Timeline
This timeline highlights the major advances in the newspaper industry in Britain during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
1897 largest news
illustration printed in
Daily Mail showing
the Diamond Jubilee
Procession
1806
First illustration in
the Times, a
picture
of Nelson's Funeral

1855
Daily Telegraph

1896
Daily Mail

1903
Daily Mirror
First to be
published using
photographs

1900
Daily Express
First paper to put
news on the front
page

1936
First colour
advertisement
printed in
Glasgow Daily
Record

1924
First
crossword
printed in
Sunday
Express

1964
The Sun

1986
The
Independent

1986
Today
First colour daily
national paper
launched

2002

1900

1800

1887
Invention of the
monotype
machine by
Tolbert Lanston

1800
First Iron
Printing Press
invented by
Earl Stanhope
1812
First Steam
Driven printing
press invented by
Fredrich Konig

1880's
First typesetting
machine invented by
Ottmar Mergenthaler

1959
Manchester Guardian
becomes The
Guardian

♦ What factors do you think influenced the growth of
the newspaper industry during this period?
♦ How many of these newspapers do you think are
still printed today?
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